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(1)

COMMITTEE ORGANIZATION

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,

Washington, DC, Wednesday, January 10, 2007.
The committee met, pursuant to call, at 2:12 p.m., in room 2118,

Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Ike Skelton (chairman of the
committee) presiding.

The CHAIRMAN. First let me call the organizational meeting of
the House Armed Services Committee to order, and I yield to the
gentleman from California.

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Chairman, during World War II, an 11-year-
old boy in Lexington, Missouri was playing with his buddies on the
north side of Franklin Avenue and they heard an Army transport
airplane pulling an Army glider. And he then heard that the Army
Air Corps base—or Army Air Corps had a base near Sedalia, now
known as Whiteman Air Force base, where these planes are lo-
cated, and those same Army gliders were the ones who carried
American soldiers who landed at Normandy on D Day, June 6,
1944.

That young boy was Ike Skelton, and that was when Ike Skelton
first got an interest in military history and in the military. And he
was the same Ike Skelton who met then-judge—county court Judge
Harry S. Truman from nearby Jackson County—met him at a pro-
gram then that was held by the National Old Trails Association,
and then got to know him as a young Lafayette County prosecuting
attorney. And Ike Skelton—his dad served in fact on the Battleship
Missouri during World War II. And this gentleman, this kid from
Missouri later—and we all know, we are all familiar with Ike’s his-
tory—then ran for a local office and ultimately ran for the United
States Congress and got a position on this wonderful committee,
and now is going to be the chair of this committee.

And, Ike, let me tell you, as the outgoing chair and a guy who
is reluctant to give up the gavel but must do it, you have got in
this wonderful committee, I think, the greatest mix of Democrats
and Republicans in this House, and a committee that is strongly
bipartisan. And what we can pledge to you is, we are going to
stand on principle, but we are also going to stand with you and
with the Democratic Members of this committee on the common
ground that is represented by the interests of the men and women
who wear the uniform of the United States.

Having said that, you know, a lot of this business is personal,
and I can remember our great lifetime friend, the late Bob Stump
who left the committee here, and his last appearance before us, he
looked over casually at both you and me, I think as we were hang-
ing his picture, and in a typical Stumpian fashion, I think his re-
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sponse after we had given him 30 minutes of accolades was about
one sentence. But he looked at us and he said, if either one of you
guys becomes Chairman it would be just fine with me.

He got his wish. We were both Chairmen. And I have got to tell
you, Ike, that I know with your wonderful family—and I met and
know well your three sons and knew Susie well and got the pleas-
ure of announcing at least the birth of one of your grandsons,
Harry—that you are a guy who has a heart for this committee, you
are a guy who has got a heart for the men and women who wear
the uniform of the United States. You have a deep interest in his-
tory, and that interest has been manifested many times in our his-
tory—in our past hearings, when you would reach back into the
past for a situation that occurred, military situation or political sit-
uation that occurred in times past that was very very close to what
we were doing in the present, and that gave a lot of value added
to our being able to solve the problems and the challenges that we
have got today.

So we are in the midst of several shooting wars right now, and
what we do on this committee very much effects the safety and se-
curity not only of the millions of Americans here at home but also
those great warfighters who are deployed around the world and
principally in those two theaters, in Iraq and in Afghanistan. We
have got a lot of work to do, and I look forward to working with
you, my friend, and I have got to tell you that it is with a lot of
pleasure, because of our personal friendship, that I hand you this
much-handled gavel that I have already given to you in several
ceremonies; but I quickly retrieve it so I can give it to you again,
so you can gavel us to order as the Chairman of the Armed Serv-
ices Committee. And it is nicely encased, and on the case it says,
‘‘Chairman Ike Skelton, 110th Congress.’’

So, ladies and gentlemen, I present to you the Chairman of the
Armed Services Committee of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, 110th Congress.

The CHAIRMAN. There was a radio program when I was growing
up entitled ‘‘Can You Top This?’’ Chairman Duncan Hunter, there
is no way to top this. Thank you so much for your very kind words.
Most of all, thank you for your friendship, not just now but through
the years. I appreciate you.

Mr. HUNTER. Absolutely.
The CHAIRMAN. I would like to say a couple words about Chair-

man Duncan Hunter, if I may. I was Personnel Subcommittee
chair. I really thought I was pretty good at the job, you know, and
carrying on. All of a sudden there was an election, and I was no
longer Chairman of the Personnel Subcommittee. So I know exactly
how you must feel. The best you can say is, doggone it, or some-
thing like that.

And here we are, but we are all Members of this fantastic com-
mittee, and I appreciate your kind words, your professional cour-
tesy, the help that you have given us in the transition. It could not
have been better. After all, it is for our friends in uniform. Duncan
Hunter is a great advocate for our young people, for what is right
for our country, for the people in San Francisco.

Mr. HUNTER. San Diego.
The CHAIRMAN. What did I say?
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Mr. HUNTER. San Francisco.
The CHAIRMAN. That is what I said, San Diego. All right.
Mr. HUNTER. And San Francisco.
The CHAIRMAN. You are not recognized anymore.
A devoted husband to his lovely wife Lynn, two sons Duncan and

Sam, and I might say Duncan served our country well in a Marine
uniform, and I appreciate the work that you have done and look
forward to working with you. I think we ought to show our appre-
ciation to you for your work, for your friendship, your dedication
to our country, Duncan. Let’s give him a hand.

Let me now welcome all my colleagues to this organizational
meeting of the Armed Services Committee. We have 15 new Mem-
bers joining us and 4 returning Members. And in a few moments,
Duncan and I will welcome each one and mention a bit about you.
I want to say, I continue to be impressed with the talent that we
have serving on this committee. It is truly bipartisan and we do
our very, very best to work hard in an intelligent and dedicated
way, to be responsible for our national security. And I know that
we will continue that tradition.

I remember quite well how hard I worked to get on the Armed
Services Committee, which was not my first, but it was toward the
end of my second term in Congress. And I might say to those of
you on the front row, on the second row, I have been there. I hope
you all don’t mind my taking just a few minutes.

Mr. HUNTER. I think it is just fine.
The CHAIRMAN. I was asked by the Army to offer a noncontrover-

sial amendment in markup from the front row for a $3 million
Army museum here in Washington. Sure, no problem at all. During
markup, I offered my amendment. The entire front row, Democrats
and Republicans, were reeling about what a terrible idea this was
and shouldn’t even have been offered, and they went on and on. I
don’t think there was anyone up here that didn’t say something un-
kind about my amendment. And when we voted, this noncontrover-
sial amendment got three votes. I am going to be a lot nicer to
those in the front row than they were to me because of those
memories. So my job is to lead and to ensure you that you are able
to use your judgment, your knowledge, and the past in this 110th
Congress.

In the fall, there was a great deal of interest in what it would
mean to me to be Chairman, and I said at that time that the busi-
ness of our committee would be oversight oversight, and oversight,
and I firmly believe that we can do that and do a good job. There
is a plaque that states from Article I, section 8 of the Constitution
that Congress shall have the power to raise and support armies, to
provide and maintain a Navy, to make rules for the government,
and regulation of the land and naval forces, and that is what we
do. We are not the Commander in Chief, but it is to supply those
forces, and we consider oversight to be a good part of it.

Shortly we will consider our oversight plan which we do every
two years. My priorities in this Congress will be the war in Iraq,
the war in Afghanistan, the war on terrorism, the health of our
force, prevention of nuclear proliferation, and, not to say the least,
the future of our military. There is no doubt that the war in Iraq
will occupy much of our time. We look closely at the President’s
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plan, its implications for the future of our forces, and I believe that
focusing on these priorities will allow us to put together a strong
national defense authorization bill, hopefully this spring, and then
it will of course be in conference with the Senate. I also think that
we will be able to provide the oversight that the Nation demands
of us.

At this time let me introduce the large and pressing new team
that we have. The first member is Brad Ellsworth. Would you raise
your hand, Brad, wherever you are? There you are. From the
Eighth District of Indiana, Brad’s district is home to Crane Naval
Surface Weapons Center and several other smaller but very impor-
tant installations. Brad formerly served as the sheriff of
Vanderburgh County. Did I pronounce that correctly, sir?

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Vanderburgh.
The CHAIRMAN. Vanderburgh?
Mr. ELLSWORTH. Vanderburgh.
The CHAIRMAN. Vanderburgh. Do we call you Mr. Sheriff? By the

way, we have two sheriffs in this body. Solomon Ortiz is a sheriff
as well.

Mr. ORTIZ. But this is the real sheriff.
The CHAIRMAN. Right across the Missouri River over in Kansas,

the Fourth District of Kansas, we have Nancy Boyda. Nancy’s dis-
trict is home to Fort Leavenworth, Forbes Field, Fort Riley, Kan-
sas, which of course is the home of the Big Red One Infantry Divi-
sion.

We have Patrick Murphy of the Eighth District of Pennsylvania.
Pennsylvania, all right. Patrick is a former Iraq veteran, former
West Point professor, former military prosecutor. His service now
is twofold as he continues in the Army Reserve while joining us
here on our committee. Thank you, Patrick.

From the Fourth District of Georgia, Hank Johnson. Prior to his
congressional service, Hank was a DeKalb County commissioner.
Did I pronounce it correctly, DeKalb?

Mr. JOHNSON. DeKalb.
The CHAIRMAN. Say it again.
Mr. JOHNSON. DeKalb.
The CHAIRMAN. DeKalb. I have got it. All right. Practiced law as

a criminal defense attorney and sat as a judge. And welcome,
Hank, to our committee.

Carol Shea-Porter, sitting next to him, comes from the First Dis-
trict of New Hampshire, Pease Air National Guard Base; addition-
ally, Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. While not in the First District,
it employs many of her constituents. We appreciate Carol, during
her years of service both as a military spouse, and as a teacher to
our committee.

From the Second District of Connecticut we have Joe Courtney.
Joe represents New London Naval Submarine Base. He has a ca-
reer in public service at the State level. We are excited to have him
bring his expertise to our committee. Joe.

David Loebsack. Did I get it right?
Mr. LOEBSACK. Loebsack.
The CHAIRMAN. Loebsack. Thank you. Joins us from the Second

District of Iowa. Back in Missouri we call it Iowa, but same place.
David holds a Ph.D. and has spent his years as a professor of polit-
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ical science at Cornell. We welcome David and we are certain his
academic outlook will be very valuable to our committee.

From the 20th District of New York, Kirsten Gillibrand. Did I get
it right? Kirsten is a lawyer, with a history of service in both public
and private arenas. We are delighted of course, Kirsten, to have
you join us.

I would also like to introduce Joe Sestak of the Seventh District
of Pennsylvania. We have a cheering section right here.

Mr. BRADY. I have company now.
The CHAIRMAN. You have company. Bob Brady has been very

lonesome for quite a long time.
Joe retired from the Navy after 31 years of service after having

the reached the grade of Vice Admiral. We thank him for his great
military service and we look forward to his congressional contribu-
tions. Where are you, Joe? All right. Thank you.

Gaby Giffords. I think it is Gabrielle, am I correct, Giffords, rep-
resenting the Eighth District of Arizona which of course includes
Fort Huachucha, Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, and prior to Con-
gress, Gabrielle served in the Arizona State legislature.

Also introduce Katherine Castor from the Eleventh District of
Florida. Eleventh District is the home of MacDill Air Force base
which includes both CENTCOM, SIRCOM, and the Sixth Air Mo-
bility Wing. Kathy—I think we call you Kathy, is that correct—for-
merly sat on the Hillsborough County Commission. We are very,
very fortunate to have such talented folks with us.

Would the gentleman from California make remarks regarding
returning Members?

Mr. HUNTER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. We have three return-
ing Members, Members who are returning to their roots on the
Armed Services Committee. And I find it interesting that when
they heard that you were going to be Chairman instead of me, they
all put in to return to the committee.

But our first returning member is Tom Cole, serving his third
term, representing the Fourth District of Oklahoma. Tom’s district
includes Fort Sill, home of the Army’s Artillery Center and School
as well as Tinker Air Base and Offutt Air Force Base.

Our second returning member, also serving his third term, is Rob
Bishop of Utah’s First District, and his district includes Hill Air
Force Base, Tooele Army Depot, and Dugway Proving Ground.

And, finally, please welcome Dr. Phil Gingrey back to the com-
mittee. He is from the 11th District of Georgia. He is also serving
his third term, and Phil is a physician whose district includes Dob-
bins Air Reserve Base.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Ranking Member.
Mr. HUNTER. Oh, wait.
The CHAIRMAN. Buddy from California.
Mr. HUNTER. We have one other gentleman who is returning

from California, too. Also interestingly coming back after he found
out that I would no longer be Chairman, my great seatmate in
California, Buck McKeon, who represents the northern area of Los
Angeles County, and is basically a great friend of all of the military
reservations and bases in the State of California and my compadre.
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The CHAIRMAN. I join you in welcoming the returning and the
new Members to our committee. Let us old-timers all give them a
welcome hand.

On the business, we have some items we need to take up. The
Members should have before them a copy of Committee Resolution
No. 1 concerning the committee rules for the 110th Congress.

The rules package was coordinated with Mr. Hunter and subse-
quently provided to all Members’ offices this past Monday.

[The following information was submitted for the record.]
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The CHAIRMAN. There is a slightly corrected version in front of
you also, in red, that you will find. There are additions and sub-
tractions noted in red, previous changes from the previous 109th
rules.

The only difference in what you received and what you have in
front of you now is technical and conforming changes in the name
of one of the subcommittees, the Subcommittee on Military Person-
nel, which is now correctly named in the document. There has been
no change in the subcommittee’s jurisdictions or responsibility.

At this time is there any discussion on the rules before you?
Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Chairman, we have taken a look at it, and I

know Mr. Kline has some discussion that he would like to make,
but from our perspective, this thing, the package that you have
looks good.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you so much. Is there amendment?
Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Chairman? Mr. Chairman?
The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Kline, wherever he is. Oh, excuse me. I will

go to Mrs. Drake first. Pardon me.
Mrs. DRAKE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, I have

an amendment at the desk.
The CHAIRMAN. Does everyone have a copy of the amendment,

please? Would you please explain your amendment?
[The following information was submitted for the record.]
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Mrs. DRAKE. Thank you Mr. Chairman. This is an amendment
to rule 12, paragraph (b), section 1. And what the intent of the
amendment is, is that prior to issuing a subpoena and before it is
brought to the committee for a vote, that there simply be a con-
sultation with a Ranking Member.

The CHAIRMAN. I think that is an excellent amendment. We
should have caught that prior to your having to offer it, and I think
it is acceptable.

Mrs. DRAKE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN. Any discussion on that amendment? If not, it will

be approved as read.
Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN. Mr. McHugh has a comment or question.
Mr. MCHUGH. Probably both. It is my understanding, Mr. Chair-

man, that an earlier version of the new rules had apparently inad-
vertently stricken the word ‘‘Military’’ from Military Personnel Sub-
committee. I thought I was led to believe there was an understand-
ing to reinsert the word ‘‘Military.’’

I would just note, and perhaps unless there is some other inten-
tion here, it could just be cleaned up on a technical amendment at
some point. But on the version we are about to adopt, the word
‘‘Military’’ is still stricken.

The CHAIRMAN. It is in the version I have in front of me.
Mr. MCHUGH. Oh, okay. That is part of being the minority, huh?

You get the old copies. All right. I am learning, Mr. Chairman. I
thank you.

The CHAIRMAN. With that we will call Mr. Kline. I believe he had
a—

Mr. KLINE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have an amendment at
the desk.

The CHAIRMAN. Would they pass the amendment out, please?
[The following information was submitted for the record.]
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The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Kline.
Mr. KLINE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, as per our

earlier discussion, Mr. Chairman, I do intend to withdraw this
amendment after we have had an opportunity to discuss it for just
a minute. I do that not because I think that it is not important to
have this amendment, but because the futility of trying to move it
forward up the chain has been explained to me. But I think that
is something that we should talk about. Everybody that has ever
submitted amendments to this committee on the floor explains that
it is a simple amendment. I think you would agree that this one
is in fact pretty simple. At least it is very short.

An issue comes to who is allowed to have special compartmented
information clearances. All of us on this committee—at least I
think all of us—have an MLA, a Military Legislative Assistant,
most of them have had military service, many of them have had
clearances in the past, including SCI clearances. And in order for
us to perform our duties, our constitutional duties, which you, Mr.
Chairman, pointed out, we need staff support. And while I recog-
nize the tremendously effective and competent and capable staff of
the committee, there simply aren’t enough of them. It seems to me
that we as elected Members of Congress and Members of this com-
mittee ought to have the ability to have our MLA be granted a
clearance so that we can have someone on our staff with whom we
can have discussions, albeit in a Secret Compartmentalized Infor-
mation Facility (SCIF), of course, and the fact—apparently the fact
is that the director of the CIA is determining who we in the legisla-
tive branch can designate as persons to have clearance. I think it
is something that ought to be reviewed.

I would welcome your discussion on the matter. As I said, follow-
ing that discussion, I do intend to withdraw the amendment.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much. I will assure the gen-
tleman that we will do our very best to see that Members and their
staffs have access to as much information as we possibly can. We
do know the problems that you did point out and we are going to
do our best to ensure the briefings are conducted at such levels
where staff members can attend.

Are there any other amendments to the rules? If not, I will recog-
nize the gentleman from South Carolina for the purpose of offering
a motion regarding Committee Resolution No. 1.

Mr. SPRATT. Mr. Chairman, I move the adoption of Committee
Resolution No. 1 concerning the committee rules for the 110th Con-
gress, as amended.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you.
So many as in favor of the motion say aye.
Opposed?
The ayes have it. Committee Resolution No. 1 is agreed to. With-

out objection, the motion to reconsider is laid upon the table.
The committee staff of course is authorized to make technical

and conforming changes if necessary.
The next order of business is adoption of the committee’s over-

sight plan, which is done every two years. The House rules require
that all House committees adopt oversight plans no later than Feb-
ruary 15. Members should have before them a copy of the proposed
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oversight plan, and, as was the case with the rules package, the
oversight plan was provided to all Members’ offices this Monday.
The oversight plan included a broad range of issues that the com-
mittee will be considering during this Congress that have been de-
veloped in consultation with our anticipated subcommittee chairs
as well as with Ranking Member Hunter.

And Members should also have before them a sheet of technical
and conforming changes to the oversight plan.

[The following information was submitted for the record.]
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The CHAIRMAN. Is there any discussion of the committee’s over-
sight plan? Mr. Hunter.

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Chairman, we have worked with you to put
this plan together. We have scrutinized it, and I think we have
done a good job on it. I think it is a good plan.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much. There appears to be no
amendments thereto. If there are none, I will recognize the gen-
tleman from South Carolina, Mr. Spratt, for the purpose of offering
Committee Resolution No. 2.

[The following information was submitted for the record.]
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Mr. SPRATT. Mr. Chairman, I move the adoption of Committee
Resolution No. 2 concerning the committee’s organizational and
oversight plan for the 110th Congress.

The CHAIRMAN. Those in favor, say aye.
Opposed, no.
The ayes have it. The Committee’s oversight plan is now agreed

to. Without objection, the motion to reconsider is laid upon the
table. And of course, the committee staff is authorized to make
technical and conforming changes.

The last item of business for us today is this staffing resolution.
The Members should all have before them Committee Resolution
No. 3. Which is a resolution appointing the committee staff for the
110th Congress as well as a copy, of course, of the list of committee
staff.

[The following information was submitted for the record.]
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The CHAIRMAN. Now, as most of you know, our committee is very
unique in that ours is an integrated staff without distinction be-
tween the majority and minority. They are all here to provide ad-
vice and counsel to each of us, Democrats and Republicans alike.
So feel free to avail yourself of their services. You will find some
real professionals in their ranks. They are very talented and we are
very, very blessed to have the staff that we have. Is is there any
discussion of the staffing?

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Chairman? Mr. Chairman?
The CHAIRMAN. Wait. I am looking in the wrong direction.
Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Taylor and I would like to know if we can

have a separate vote on Mr. Natter. Apparently there are others
who want to join in on that request, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. He was just accepted by acclamation. You
weren’t here there when that happened. Mr. Natter has only been
with us some 16 years. He is still in the novice stage.

No further discussion, the Chair recognizes the gentleman from
South Carolina regarding Resolution No. 3.

Mr. SPRATT. Mr. Chairman, I move the adoption of Committee
Resolution No. 3 concerning committee staffing for the 110th Con-
gress.

The CHAIRMAN. Those in favor say aye.
Opposed, no.
The ayes have it. Committee Resolution No. 3 is agreed to, with-

out objection, and motion to reconsider is on the table. And, of
course, staff is authorized to make technical and conforming
changes.

Let me, if I may, raise a few legislative and administrative mat-
ters. Let me touch briefly on the hearing schedule. We are planning
a very aggressive hearing schedule starting tomorrow with Sec-
retary of Defense Gates. He will have accompanying him General
Peter Pace to testify at 1 tomorrow afternoon, including the Presi-
dent’s proposed troop increase in Iraq. Starting with tomorrow’s
hearing, a plan to strictly—please hear me on this—strictly enforce
the 5-minute rule for questioning witnesses. And once your time is
up—and I will call the time and in the future, we may even have
a ship’s bell to indicate to Members when their time is up.

I would like to also remind the majority Members that we will
meet tomorrow at 9:30 in the morning to select most subcommittee
assignments. And I am told, Mr. Hunter, that you will have the mi-
nority Members hold your subcommittee selections Thursday, to-
morrow, January 11 at 5 in Rayburn 2212, am I correct? So please
be advised.

I have also given some thought—and my friend from Hawaii, Mr.
Abercrombie, brought it to my attention that sometimes some of
the witnesses will filibuster, and in their opening statements in
particular, with the exception of Secretary-level or people of such
importance, we will limit their opening statements to 4 minutes
and subject them to questions all the way around and enforcing the
5-minute rule and I really mean it. There was a gentleman, back
when I was down on the front row, that during his 5 minutes
would ask 22 questions. I remember. I saw it. And then, of course,
the witnesses, plural, had to answer all of his questions, which took
forever.
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Well, I would strongly suggest, do your homework, read the wit-
ness statements over, and come up with your one or two questions
that you need to be answered. And by the time we reach the fresh-
men Members, we will—and those down in the front row, your
question has probably been asked, so have some backup questions
ready. I think it is important that we see that the people in the
very front row have the opportunity to participate very much as we
do up here. I thank you for this honor. I look forward to it. We are
going to be the workingest committee in the House of Representa-
tives.

And, again, let me thank my friend from California, Duncan
Hunter, for making this transition with me and for his past work.
I recognize the gentleman from California.

Mr. HUNTER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, you
have had your first meeting of the committee. Looks to me like it
has gone pretty well, and I want to congratulate you again. But I
want to just also mention that we have got a—we do have a won-
derful professional staff and you mentioned that, and the transition
of in this Congress has been throughout—throughout the House—
if you listen to the stories from our our colleagues in other commit-
tees, pretty tough in difficult transition.

Your leadership and our people working together I think have
done it in a very professional way and a way that is really a true
benefit to all of our great people working on the staff. So I thank
you for that. I think that has been a real—a real illustration of the
great bipartisanship of this fine committee.

So, thanks. Thanks for everything you have done there, and we
wish you well, and wish, obviously, the committee well which has
to turn these very, very important challenges over the next couple
of months. So let’s work together and we will get it done. And once
again, congratulations, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Hunter, Chairman Hunter, friend, Duncan,
thank you so much.

Ladies and gentlemen, we are adjourned.
[Whereupon, at 2:48 p.m., the committee was adjourned.]
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